
 

 

 

 

Economic and community development is one of Rotary’s six areas of focus 

October, Rotary Economic and Community Development Month,  

 

Globally, 836 million people still live in extreme poverty today. About one in five persons in 

developing regions lives on less than $1.25 USD per day. However defining poverty and its reasons 

remain a big challenge to the world community today especially that our needs are increasing and 

the Millennium Development goal is not within reach. 

Different definitions for poverty have been given like the Business dictionary which defines 

poverty as follows: 

“Conditions where people’s basic needs for food, clothing and shelter are not being met”. There is 

absolute poverty which means the same everywhere and relative poverty which may differ from 

country to country and sometimes within the same country.  

1.  Absolute poverty is synonymous with destitution and occurs when people cannot obtain 

adequate resources (measured in terms of calories or nutrition) to support a minimum level 

of physical health.  

2. Relative poverty occurs when people do not enjoy a certain minimum level of living 

standards as determined by a government. 

 

Read more on poverty: 

http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/poverty.html 

 

Many pioneers tried working on the eradication of poverty like Muhammad Yunus who introduced 

Micro credit as a way to eliminate poverty. Also the United Nations introduced the Millennium 

Development Goal (MDG) and is trying to reach these goals through different ways in order to 

eradicate extreme poverty and Hunger, to achieve universal primary education, to promote gender 

equality and empower women 

Till now and unfortunately international organizations failed to reach this level and the poor 

commitment of industrial countries has to blame for this missing goal and SDG are far from being 

integrated. 

• GOAL 1: No Poverty. 

• GOAL 2: Zero Hunger. 

• GOAL 3: Good Health and Well-being. 

• GOAL 4: Quality Education. 

• GOAL 5: Gender Equality. 

http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/poverty.html


• GOAL 6: Clean Water and Sanitation. 

• GOAL 7: Affordable and Clean Energy. 

• GOAL 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth. 

 

The U.S. government has not fully joined the world community in making the reduction of global 

poverty a priority of its official development assistance (ODA). U.S. contributions to advance the 

MDGs are mixed. In recent years, the U.S. has made major investments to advance specific MDGs 

– leading the global battle against HIV/AIDS and launching efforts to reduce poverty through job 

creation through the Millennium Challenge Corporation. 

The global conversation on the post-2015 development agenda issued a message loud and 

clear about what we mean by “ a world without poverty” i.e. we need to go beyond income 

poverty alone. People need decent jobs, greater access to information and knowledge, better 

health services, more secure livelihoods, security against crime and physical violence, 

political and cultural freedoms and opportunities to participate in community activities. 

Women need equality, minorities, respect. The planet needs protection and the world 

demands peace. 

Recently, Rotarians around the world have increased global grant applications focused on creating 

more local work opportunities. For this reason determining your community’s needs and resources 

is an important starting point for any community project. Community assessments identify the 

community’s strengths and weaknesses and how we can work as Rotarians with the community to 

meet its needs. 

The partnership of the Rotary with the Institute for Economics and Peace, an independent think 

tank which identified factors that lead to equitable distribution of resources, high levels of Human 

capital and low levels of corruption . 

Rotarians worldwide are committed to reducing poverty through projects that provide people with 

equipment, vocational trainings, and work to strengthen local entrepreneurs and community 

leaders, particularly women, in impoverished communities. (Source My Rotary). 

This month should be an incentive to all Rotarians worldwide to join efforts in order to build a 

better community and meet its needs. 
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http://www.beyond2015.org/world-we-want-2015-web-platform
http://economicsandpeace.org/

