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Presidential Message
Jennifer Jones
RI President 2022-23
December 2022

While sitting with a group of Rotary leaders 
outside of Lusaka, Zambia, I ask a question: 
“How many of you have ever had malaria?” 
Every hand in the room goes up. They even 
begin to tell me about the first, second, or 
third time they experienced the disease, 
one of the main causes of death and 
sickness in many developing countries.
They are fortunate. They have access to 
medical treatment and lifesaving medicines. 
For the people of rural Zambia, their story is 
very different. 
On a wooden bench in a small village, I sit 
with Timothy and his young son Nathan. 
With a camera crew capturing our 
conversation, he tells me of the time 
Nathan showed signs of malaria. He 
brought the boy to the nearby home of a 
community health worker, where Nathan 
quickly received medicines that in all 
likelihood saved his life. 
Calmly, Timothy tells me about his other 
son’s bout with the disease a few years 

earlier. He had to race that son to a medical 
clinic more than 5 miles away. Riding a bike 
and carrying his child on his back, he tells 
me, he could feel his son’s legs turn cold 
and then his little body go limp. As he finally 
entered the clinic, he screamed for help, but 
it was too late. The camera stops rolling, 
and we sit in silence. He begins to weep, 
and I hold him tightly. “I lost my son, I lost 
my son,” he says.
This story is all too familiar for the families 
we meet over the next few days. And yet 
there is hope. Partners for a Malaria-Free 
Zambia is Rotary’s first Programs of Scale 
grant recipient, and it is saving lives. Across 
two provinces of Zambia, 2,500 volunteer 
health workers have been selected by their 
communities. They are trained to bring 
medical care closer to those who need it, 
and they are able to diagnose and treat 
malaria and other ailments. Rotary 
partnerships create lasting change.

Jennifer Jones
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We all make hundreds if not thousands of decisions daily. Whenever 
I need to make an important decision, I remember the words of Roy 

Disney, who co-founded what became the Walt Disney Co.: “It’s easy to 
make decisions when you know what your values are.” 

Each of us brings a set of personal values into our clubs. Rotary also unites by 
a set of core values — service, fellowship, diversity, integrity, and leadership 

— that guide our decisions and galvanize us to take action and, by doing so, 
change the world. 

Ian H.S. Riseley

Trustee Chair’s Message 
Ian H.S. Riseley
Trustee Chair 2022-23
December 2022

Another value is inextricable to Rotary: our 
giving spirit. From the club members who 
volunteer their time for service projects to the 
Rotary leaders in the Arch Klumph Society who 
sustain our Foundation, Rotary members are 
among the most generous people I have ever 
met. Combining our personal generosity with 
the countless ways Rotary affords us to give 
back makes us a global force for good. 
In Rotary, we take it a step further. We also 
value good stewardship, planning, and 
sustainability. Not only do we give, but in 
Rotary we also give smart. We know that 
building sustainability into our projects means 
their impact will be felt over the long term. 
In short, through the Foundation, your gifts 
keep on giving.
This is why donating to The Rotary Foundation 
is one of the most intelligent decisions you can 
make. You know that your gift will align with 
those values you hold dear and that it will be 
administered by your fellow Rotarians, who 
share those values. 
It is quite an understatement to say that in 
giving to Rotary, we also receive. As someone 
who has been privileged to visit hundreds of 

Foundation projects around the world, I can tell 
you that the gift we get in return is priceless.
I hope you, too, will be as lucky I have been, to 
see the look of amazement on the face of a 
person at an eye clinic in Chennai, India, who 
now sees clearly. The proud smiles of 
Guatemalan children who learned to read 
thanks to Rotary. Or the grateful tears of a 
parent in Pakistan whose child has received 
two drops of polio vaccine. Then you will 
understand what I’m talking about. We are so 
fortunate to be able to serve humanity by 
supporting our Foundation.
During this season of giving, I thank you for 
your generosity to The Rotary Foundation and 
for all the ways you give to our great 
organization. Juliet and I extend our warmest 
holiday greetings to you all.

“It’s easy to make decisions when you 
know what your values are.”
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District Governor’s Message
George Azar
District 2452 Governor 2022-2023
December’s Message

District Governor

George Azar

It is a time that we may look at our 
accomplishments and how your club has 

served our communities

As 2022 comes to an end, it is a time that we 
may look at our accomplishments and how 
your club has served our communities, and I 
hope you realize how your actions and 
dedication helps our world.
We have achieved so much this Rotary year, 
and I am excited for what else we can 
accomplish in 2023.
You are people of purpose and action, and I am 

grateful to serve alongside you this year.
My deepest gratitude for all of you, and I hope 
you have a wonderful holiday season.  We will 
see you in the New Year!
Yours in Rotary,

Best Rotarian Regards,
George M. Azar

Dear Fellow Rotarians and Rotaractors,
Happy December Everyone!
This month, as we celebrate the holidays, we are reminded of the 
gifts, the friends, and the family that we have in our lives.
We are also reminded of the many reasons why we have dedicated 
our lives to a life of service and our clubs’ commitments to helping 
our communities and our world.
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DG GEORGE AZAR’S 
VISIT  TO BAHRAIN 

Meeting with board of directors of Rotary clubs: 

District 2452 Governor George Azar accompanied by the District Secretary Samar Saab visited Bahrain 
on Friday 2nd to Monday 5th December 2022, for four productive days of meetings, dignitaries & 
project visits, training sessions, and business dinners.
DG George Azar’s visit was to inform members on important Rotary issues, promote the current 
Rotary International areas of focus, provide support where needed and motivate club members to 
participate in service activities to get the most out of their Rotary experience. DG George also talked 
with the clubs about increasing its impact through Membership/ leadership, Community Service, 
Public Image, Foundation Giving and Funding. DG Azar also challenged the members to evaluate their 
impact both as individual members and as a club and to use these areas to constantly assess 
themselves how are they doing?  And are they really expanding and increasing their impact?
DG George’s visit was also to familiarize himself with Bahrain clubs and their service projects and 
activities, many of which were discussed during clubs’ boards meetings. A special attention was also 
given to the Rotractor and Satellite clubs of Bahrain in discussing the challenges they face, their 
inspirations, and their relations with their respective Rotary clubs. The Foremost achievement 
during the DG George official visit to Bahrain was the establishment of Bahrain’s Government 
vs Rotary partnership through the mangrove plantation project.

On Saturday 2nd Dec. 2020, and during his official visit to Bahrain, District Governor George Azar 
accompanied by D. Secretary Samar Saab and DDG Nazha Abu Hendi, Azar met with the Boards of the 
4 Rotary clubs in addition to a Rotaract club and a satellite club. Through out the meetings the DG 
listen to the board’s goals, projects, and challenges and moreover he exchanged ideas and offered 
advises and assured all the clubs of the district full and continuous support.
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Meeting with members of Rotary, Rotaract, and Satalite clubs:
On Saturday 2nd Dec. evening, a gala dinner was held with the four Rotary clubs, Rotaract clubs, and 
Satellite club at athe Rotana Downtown Hotel. After the dinner, flags were exchanged along with a 
pinning of this year’s Rotary International theme pin: Imagine Rotary, by DG George Azar, District 
Secretary Samar Saab, & Deputy District Governor Nazha Abu Hendi. 
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DG George Azar’s Visit to the Sensory Garden:
On Sunday 4th December 2022, the District Governor George Azar, District Secretary Samar Saab, 
Deputy District Governor Nazha Abu Hendi, and President of Rotary club of Salmaniya and their board 
members visited Rotary Club of Salmaniya’s project, the Sensory Garden, The Sensory Garden was 
completed during the Rotary Year 2021-2022 for the Alia Rehabilitation Center, for a bright future in 
the Aali area. This center is for students with autism as well as those with mental and behavioral 
disorders. The garden is designed to encourage the five senses: touch, sight, sound, taste, and smell. 
Single-use plastics and used kitchen utensils, collected from the members, were used to promote 
sustainable living. It was created and installed in collaboration with Reem Yateem, daughter of RC 
Salmaniya PP Mohamed Yateem.

Following the field visit to the Sensory Garden with the RC of Salmaniya, District Governor Azar, the 
District Secretary Saab, and DDG Abu Hendi headed to attend Manama Rotary lunch meeting, where 
the DG George met all club members, witnessed new board election for the RY 2023-24, DG delivered 
a motivational speech, pinned senior members, and exchange panner with their president. Below few 
pictures of the event.

Moreover, the District Governor George Azar, District Secretary Samar Saab, DDG Abu Hendi, and 
Youth country chair, Sebahat Isik met with the Rotaract Cub of Bahrain, as well as the Satellite Club of 
Rotary club of Manama on the 4th of December 2022, where they presented details of their projects 
and discussed the relationship between them and their respective Rotary Clubs.
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DG George Azar’s visits to H.E. Minister of Municipalities Affairs 
and Agriculture with Leader from Bahrain Rotary Clubs

THE INITIATION OF BAHRAIN’S GOV. & ROTARY PARTNERSHIP VIA MANGROVE PROJECT 

Few Media links:
https://www.instagram.com/pCmQw6kgNudA/?igshid=NWQ4MGE5ZTK
https://www.bna.bh/.aspx?cms=q8FmFJgiscL2fwIzON1%2BDsVNjWqYGxBJzB0C0sHKqu0%3D
https://www.mun.gov.bh/newportal/ar/municipal-affairs/news/wzyr-shywn-albldyat-walzrat-
ystqbl-nady-rwtary-albhryn
https://alwatannews.net/Bahrain/article/1042094/%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1-
%D8%B4%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%86-

وزير شئون البلديات والزراعة يستقبل نادي روتاري البحرين

On Monday 5th Dec. 2022, The Minister of MA&A received the DG George Azar, District secretary 
Samar Saab, DDG N. Abu Hendi, Bahrain PDG, Bahrain Club Presidents to discuss the Mangrove 
project plantation and initiate a Government/ Rotary partnership.
The meeting attained the foremost achievement during the DG George official visit to Bahrain as it 
resulted in the establishment of Bahrain’s Government vs Rotary partnership through the mangrove 
plantation & awareness project. The visit had a very good press and media coverage, and bellow is a 
typical Press release issued by the Ministry of Municipalities Affairs and Agriculture.

https://www.instagram.com/pCmQw6kgNudA/?igshid=NWQ4MGE5ZTK
https://www.bna.bh/.aspx?cms=q8FmFJgiscL2fwIzON1%2BDsVNjWqYGxBJzB0C0sHKqu0%3D
https://www.mun.gov.bh/newportal/ar/municipal-affairs/news/wzyr-shywn-albldyat-walzrat-ystqbl-nady-rwtary-albhryn
https://www.mun.gov.bh/newportal/ar/municipal-affairs/news/wzyr-shywn-albldyat-walzrat-ystqbl-nady-rwtary-albhryn
https://alwatannews.net/Bahrain/article/1042094/%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%86-
https://alwatannews.net/Bahrain/article/1042094/%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%86-
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Minister of Municipalities Affairs and Agriculture 
receives Bahrain Rotary Clubs  

Public Image & The Rotary Foundation Training Seminars:        

 His Excellency Eng. Wael bin Nasser Al Mubarak, Minister of Municipalities Affairs and Agriculture, 
received in his office in Municipalities Affairs Eng. George Azar, District Governor 2452, accompanied 
by members of Bahrain Rotary Clubs leaders, to discuss joint cooperation in the field of mangrove 
cultivation. 
 Minister Al Mubarak stressed the importance of the existing partnership with civil society 
organizations and NGOs to promote the culture of agriculture and raise awareness of its 
environmental and nutritional importance, praising the initiative of the Bahrain Rotary Clubs to 
support the mangrove plantation project and contribute to the project that serves the preservation of 
the marine environment. 
 During the meeting, Minister Al Mubarak explained the Ministry’s keenness to coordinate with the 
Bahrain Rotary Club in order to benefit from the expertise and experiences that the rotary clubs 
possesses around the world. 
For his part, Eng. George Azar indicated that the Bahrain rotary clubs seek to participate in the 
mangrove planting project in Bahrain, within the framework of the club’s support for such 
environmental projects within its objectives in the field of charitable and humanitarian work. 

On Monday, the 5h of Dec. 2022, DG George Azar accompanied by District Secretary Samar Saab 
opened the training session, stressing the power of Rotary knowledge through both self-training & 
Seminars’ attendance. The session attended by Rotarian, Rotractor, and Satellite club members and 
was presented by RPIC/PDG Nijad Al Atassi & DDG/PP Nazha Abu Hendi, TRF country chair. The 
session focused on the importance of Public Image Branding & Resources and The Rotary Foundation 
Essentials & Global Grants Application.
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PDG/DRFC 

Michel P. Jazzar

Success Stories for a 
Rotary Foundation Seminar
By PDG Michel Jazzar 
Rotarians translate lived stories into presentations of sustainable projects. 
This was the story of the Rotary Foundation seminar which took place on 
December 11, 2022 at the hotel “Le Royal” in Lebanon, District 2452 under 
the title of “Success stories for a Rotary Foundation Seminar.”
Organized by the District 2452 Rotary Foundation Committee Chair 
and team, it had the deserved success. The 31: old and newly formed 
Lebanese Clubs, reunited on a beautiful Sunday to gather again in 
person after nearly two years of meeting mostly online .
The program shared all the experiences that showcased the 
commitment of Rotarians, clubs, districts,individual host and 
international donors; how they come together, hand in hand, to 
imagine the future and to transform it into smiles of different 
communities in the present.
During this seminar there were moments of emotion:
- Those present responded generously to the call for donations and 
more than +5 million Lebanese Pounds were collected on the spot.
-The “Lebanon Aid Fund” committee offered the sum of 12,000USD to 
Rotaract Clubs in Lebanon for their first Global Solar Panel Grant to 
help poor government schools!
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-PP of RC of Tripoli, Dr. Joseph Rachikdi, as a former 
Regional officer of RI [MENA], received a certificate 
of recognition signed by the President of the 
International Polio Plus Committee, PRID Michael 
McGovern, for his dedication for almost 25 years 
with Rotary in its efforts to eradicate polio 
worldwide. A letter signed by the RI Polio Plus 
Director Dr. PP Carol Pandak has been read. Along 
with recognition of District 2452 by DG George 
Azar and tokens of appreciation. Thank you and 
Congratulation Joseph for receiving the “Polio 
Hero” special pin from the hands of the DRFC 
2020-2023, PDG Michel Jazzar, who called him the 
“Pediatrician of one million children”.
- It goes without saying that the speakers were 
outstanding. They were expert Rotarians who 
spoke from the heart, which enriched an entire 
morning
1. Support Education: Success stories from a 
program to develop reading – by Rotarian Mike 
Haroun – Beirut Cedars.
2. Stories on the RI web - “noteworthy Global 

Grant” – by PP Mario Nasard, Baabda.
3. The Impossible Possible, one Club’s 
success story – by PE Jamil Abou Assaly, 
Beirut Center. 
4. TRF & Membership: stories, not stats, attract 
people to Rotary – by PDG/RC Jamil Mouawad, 
Zgharta-Zawié. 
5. PolioPlus success background: The one polio 
mentor – by PP Joseph Rachkidi, Tripoli. 
6. Rotary Foundation and social media: Share your 
Story with us – by P. Tony Bou Naoum, Zahle 
Capitol. 
7. The “Rotary Beirut Disaster Relief”: The incubator 
for real success stories – by PP Rita Imad, RC of 
Metn Gate. 
8. What makes a successful global grants 
application? Guide and tips – by PP Ahmed 
Husseiny, Tripoli Maarad
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Governor George Azar and Deputy District Governor Jawad Mouawad had a special 
gathering for all Lebanese Leaders, District and Country Chairpersons, Club Presidents 
and Assistant Governors for the Rotary Year 2022-2023 at Le Maillot Restaurant, 
Achrafieh, on Monday 19th 
Decsmber 2022. 
During that event,  there was a 
pinning of members of the New 
Generation Rotary Club of 
Beirut Ad Astra.

District Leaders of Lebanon 
Christmas Dinner
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We are happy to announce that Lebanon had won the 2026 Interota 
Hosting Application. Undoubtedly, it is a pleasure to our beloved 

rotaractors, clubs, and nation as a whole. This will give us the opportunity 
to showcase Lebanon and it’s magical culture to youth from all over the world 

and from diverse backgrounds.

Lebanon to Host 
Interota in 2026!

SNEAK PEAK INTO 
ROTARACT’S WORLD

Indeed, all this couldn’t have happened without 
the amazing work that the Interota Lebanon 
Application Team formed by the Rotaractors: 
Anhal Kozhaya, Taline Hamze, Maya Awar, Mira 
Amouri, Michel Berbara, Elissar Ezzedine, Emile 
Moawad, Jad Salame had done. The time and the 
efforts that each and every one of them had put 
for this thing to come into existence, is surely 
exceptional. We also would like to thank all 
Lebanese Club Presidents and Rotaract Lebanon 
National Team for their support.

As a result, the team had hosted a dinner/party 
in the heart of Beirut on January 8, 2023 as a way 
to thank those who supported this initiative and 
to celebrate the amazing news.

In brief, for next steps, an organizing committee 
will be formed to start planning for Interota 2026.

Jad Salameh
Past President of 

Rotaract Mediterranean MDIO
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District 2452 in action
Community service projects- Bahrain

Permaculture Educational Activity Day 

“Rotary Christmas Walk”:
The Rotary Clubs of Salmaniya and Adliya jointly organized a tour of the old Manama 
Souk. Rotarians PP Mohamed Salahuddin, PP Zohar Taherbhai and friend of Rotary 
Nabeel Ajoor all spoke about their experiences growing up in that area. The attendees 
experienced the historical significance of the old Manama first hand, finding hidden gems 
along the way. The aim of the activity is to highlight the historical and cultural importance 
of the Manama area, promoting the peaceful coexistence in the community.
https://youtu.be/iZmGXkBP5Gw

The Rotary Club of Salmaniya and Learn to Grow jointly organized a Holistic 
Farming Educational Activity Day for the beneficiaries of Dreams Society and The 
Friendship Society of the Blind with support from the newly chartered Rotaract Club of 
Muharraq. The program is a “hands-on” activity designed for children to interact with 
nature and learn about permaculture, plants and animals located in Bahrain. Activities 
include community circle, art workshop and a music movement. The event ended with the 
attendees waving the Bahrain flag in celebration of the National Day of Bahrain.
Many thanks goes to Ms Reem Yateem owner of Learn to Grow and her team for their 
support in creating and coordinating the activities of the outdoor event.
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Community Service Projects-Lebanon 

From Cedar Trees Plantation – to Signing a Twinning Agreement:
When International Service &Fellowship Intertwine 
By RC Beirut Metropolitan
Rotarian Friends from France (District 1661 – and District 1780) 
paid a visit to Lebanon between the 14th and the 19th of October 
2022, where they’ve spent a wonderful and unforgettable time by 
discovering the entire country filled with fantastic trips and 
incredible experiences. The trip started with a plantation of cedar 
trees in the name of RC Antony-Sceaux in the reserve of Baakline 
while climbing the Chouf, visiting the vineyard of Ksara and 
tasting some good wine, to end up by discovering the authentic 
Lebanese life in Baalback.
During the visit the Rotary Club of Antony-Sceaux along with the 
Rotary Club of Beirut Metropolitan initiated their joint project 
“Secure Education through Solar Panels” in three private Lebanese 
schools (Ecole Des frères de Baskinta, Sagesse Technique and 
Ecole des 3 docteurs), the project was inaugurated under a Global 
Grant to sustain the Education in Lebanon.
To End up the visit, the two clubs signed the twinning certificate 
under the presence of DG Georges Azar, along with deputy Jawad 
Mouawad and AG Pina Lebbos.
During the meeting, RC Beirut Metropolitan was honored to 
receive an Honorary certificate from the district 1660, as well IPP 
Celine Mouawad was pinned by a Paul Harris Pin as an award for 
her outstanding work under the Rotary’s umbrella.

District 2452 in action
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It’s the most wonderful time of the year! 
Our Rotary Club Beirut Hills shared Hope & Happiness with St Vincent de Paul- 
Achrafieh’s kids. 
Thank you to everyone who took part of this initiative.  It was a merry Christmas , indeed !

Christmas with St Vincent de Paul Kids 
By Rotary Club Beirut Hills

District 2452 in action
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District 2452 in action
Community Service Project - Jordan 
PUT A SMILE ON ANGELS FACES
By Rotary Club of Amman Capital

The project takes place every year a few days before Christmas and aims at entertaining children 
and share with them good meals.
We are aware that the holiday season  may cause more pain for some families rather than bring 
joy. Therefore, we are trying to put in practice the Christmas spirit  and practice acts of kindness 
for the children in our community. We believe in caring for others and we focus on sharing a smile 
with the less fortunate. Rotary Club of Amman Capital on Thursday 12/15/2022, invited  less 
fortunate kids to  entertainment activity and hosted them at  McDonald’s for  lunch and handed 
quality gifts.

In cooperation with Mrs. Nisreen Hawatmeh head of SABNADAK SOCIETY, Mr. Ibrahim Abu Jaber 
owner of city mall play zone and the management of McDonald’s restaurants and everyone who 
was took part of it. May all your holidays be blessed !
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Putting smiles on the faces of children was the objective of Rotary Club of Amman West. 
The event took place on Wednesday Dec 21 whereby they enjoyed a special McDonald’s 
meal & fun activities & presents in the Christmas Season at the Rosary School-Al Masdar.

Drawing Smiles on Children’s Faces On Christmas 
By Rotary Club of Amman West

District 2452 in action

Gifts were distributed, we had lunch , and 
then we went to the Christmas Market 
together with the students on Christmas!  
This initiative was carried out within the 
framework of the Georgian Institute of 
Politics (GIP) “Promotion of Change 
Oriented Youth in Georgia”. Small grants for 
graduates of the School of Future Leaders. 
This Christmas Event was sponsored by USAID

Community Service Project - GEORGIA 
A Day Well Spent 
By Rotary Club Rustavi International _ Georgia
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District 2452 in action

Rotary Club of Tbilisi Ambassador visited “Beteli” shelter. During this visit members of the 
club made sure to draw a smile on the elderlies’ faces . Gifts were shared , music was 
played and everybody danced on Christmas !

Community Service Project - GEORGIA 
Christmas with the Elderly
By Rotary Club of Tbilisi Ambassador

Community Service Project – CYPRUS
A Fundraiser for the Children 
Rotary Club of Limassol Kourion
Our club’s first open music even took place on the 07/12/2022 at the music venue Kiklos.  A 
journey to the Greek oldies.  A big thank you to our associates that made this night a succes. 
The music station, Kanali 6, Mr Michalis Pourgoudes, the music director and   the venue Kiklos. 
All proceeds will be donated to the Charity Fund for Children Imera Agapis Pediou. 
A big thank you to the listeners of Kanali 6 and our fellow Rotarians for making it all happen.
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District 2452 in action

RC Ramallah signed two MOUs 
with An Nahda Women’s Society 
and Caritas Hospital where they 
will be recipients of screening 
equipment in order to prevent 
deafness in newborns, as part of 
the Global Grant project, “David Gibson Moore Prevention and Care of Childhood Deafness in 
Palestine.”  RC Ramallah also sponsored the first activity of a series of five community events 
supporting the Autism Superheroes of Palestine.  RC Ramallah’s sponsorship will aid in this 
group’s community outreach awareness sessions to create a forum where parents of children 
with autism can come together and share their experiences.

The Rotary Clubs of Palestine and the Italian Districts of Rotary 
announced the new School Competition for 2023 themed  
“Civil Coexistence as an Irreplaceable Weapon of Peace Among 
People.”  The 2023 competition was announced in person as 
RC Ramallah members awarded certificates for all the Ramallah winners at their schools 
in the 2022 competition under the theme  “Legality and Culture of Ethics.”  Middle and 
high school students in Palestine and Italy competed in categories in writing, drawing, and 
painting.  These activities are a result of the ICC of Palestine and Italy that was established 
in 2021, together promoting fellowship and intercultural exchange.

Community Service Project - PALESTINE 
RC Ramallah Supports Autism & Medical Equipment on the Way

ICC of Palestine and Italy on the Move!

Community Service Project-ARMENIA 
RC Yerevan  club organized a handover of Christmas presents to the kindergarten pupils of the 
village Verishen. All 90 kindergarten students received gifts from the club.
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Condolences

A man of substance, with diversified culture and wisdom 
abundant, in depth silent listener and sensational speaker 
with wealth of info from a well balanced archived brain, a 
man who managed to embrace his acquired knowledge , 
experience and talents in poetry and paintings to employ 
all for the humanity and his community at large which he 
was deeply dedicated to.

In commemoration of a great man with such manners 
and virtues , would not be easy to valuate and give his 
due.
Our great Shahid was the pioneer in guiding Amman Petra 
Rotary Club since he joined the club in 1988, since then 
he was playing a major role in membership expansion, till 
he became the club president back in 2016/2017 where 
his term in the club was inspired by his refinement and 
transparency .

A message of grief and heartbreak for the loss of 
the late Rotary leader, Shahid Museitif

Iyad Abu Rdeineh  - RC Bethlehem 
With great sadness, we all lost a friend and fellow 
Rotarian.  May his soul rest in eternal peace.
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   Cypriot Moussaka

A timeless recipe for a Greek Cypriot classic. 
Comforting, plentiful and easy to prepare, 
this is the ultimate dish for family feasts and 
weekend gatherings.

Ingredients

700g potatoes 
3 aubergines 
 Olive oil 
 Sea salt and freshly ground black pepper 
2 courgettes 
3 onions 
4 garlic cloves 
2 tsp ground cinnamon 
1½ tsp dried oregano 
500g pork mince (or beef-pork combo) 
2 tbsp tomato purée 
200ml red wine 
400ml passata 
1 bay leaf 
1 stick cinnamon 
1.25l milk 
100g unsalted butter 
125g plain flour 
1 tsp baking powder 
80g kefalotyri or pecorino 
 Nutmeg, for grating 
3 eggs

Recipe from Cyprus

By Stephanie Georgiadou 
 Rotaract Club of Nicosia

Method

Preheat your oven to 180°C/gas mark 4. Peel 
the potatoes. Slice some of the aubergine 
skin off in strips. Slice them both into ½cm 
rounds. Lay them all out on a couple of 
baking or roasting trays and brush with olive 
oil. Season and roast in the oven for 35–40 
minutes, until golden. Remove and set aside. 
Trim and finely slice the courgettes and keep 
to one side. 
Meanwhile, peel and finely chop the onions 
and garlic. Pour a couple of tablespoons of 
olive oil into a large saucepan over a 
medium-low heat. 

Sauté the onions and garlic for 10 minutes, until starting to soften. Add the ground cinnamon, 
oregano and all the mince. Break everything up with a wooden spoon and turn the heat up a 
little. Fry until any liquid evaporates and it starts to turn lightly brown. Stir in the purée, then add 
the wine and bring to the boil. Leave to rapidly simmer for 5 minutes, until the wine has reduced 
by more than half, then stir in the passata, bay leaf and cinnamon stick. Season generously, 
bring to the boil, then reduce to a simmer and cook on a low heat for 30 minutes, until thickened 
and reduced. 
Heat the milk in a small pan. Melt the butter in a large saucepan over a medium heat and stir in 
the flour and baking powder. Once they have made a paste, slowly start to whisk in the warmed 
milk, until you have a smooth white sauce. Leave it to thicken over a low heat until it coats the 
back of a spoon. Grate in half the cheese and a generous amount of nutmeg. Season to taste. 
When the meat and white sauce are ready, layer up the moussaka. You’ll need a large roasting 
tray, about 25cm×30cm in size. Layer a third of the baked veg and courgettes in the base of the 
tray and spoon over half of the mince. Repeat with half the remaining veg, the rest of the mince 
and then the last of the vegetables. Whisk the eggs into the white sauce and pour over the 
moussaka. Grate over the remaining cheese and place the dish in the oven. Bake for 45 minutes, 
or until the top is golden and bubbling and everything is cooked through. Remove from the oven 
and leave to cool for at least 15 minutes before serving, if not longer.
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Yara Haydar

D2452 Newsletter
A New Club is Born!
Rotary Club Beirut Ad Astra is born!

This joyful season brought forth a new Rotary Club founded by us, 
young Rotaractors keen on fulfilling our responsibility towards Rotary 
in general, our District, and our Lebanese community no matter where 
we traveled across the world.
Thanks to our enriching experience as Rotaractors in university and 
community based Clubs, we understood firsthand the problems faced 
by the youth and implemented numerous projects with ripple effects 
of positive change in our community.

Upon graduation, we felt the urge to do more, 
scale up our projects, network with Rotary Clubs in 
our district and outside, and address these 
challenges and problems on a larger scale. Thus, 
with the official approval of our DG Georges Azar 
and the guidance and support of our Advisor PP 
Souad Assaf named officially by the District 
Governor, this drive gave rise to Rotary Club Beirut 
Ad Astra.

Why “Ad Astra”?

“Ad Astra” originates from the Latin Phrase “Per 
Aspera Ad Astra”, translated to “through hardships 
to the stars’’. With the tough times Lebanon is 
passing through, our mobility is more essential 
than ever, and “to the stars”, reflects our ambitions, 

our ideas, and our determination to make a 
positive and lasting impact.
Today, we don’t only represent ourselves, but we 
represent 33% of our country’s population, 76% of 
which have left or are planning to leave Lebanon. 
This is not just the start of a club journey; it is a 
journey of service, a journey of exchange, a journey 
of learning, and a journey of love and togetherness.
The youth are not just the future, but are also key 
players in the present. Walking

along the Rotarian path of 1.4 million Rotarians, we 
truly believe that only together, young and 
experienced, can we address the present and leave 
our world brighter, healthier, and more loving than 
we have found it.
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Gossip. Gossip. Gossip. Isn’t it all we really hear 
when groups of people reunite? For the large 
part, the only news that gets reported daily is 
negative news.
This page’s aim was to remind each other of 
the value we add to the world by sometimes 
simply being who we are and trying our best to 
do what we can by all the means we have.
It’s been a delightful activity to do every month 
to reach out to random people from the 
district and let them choose someone who’s 
been inspiring to them throughout their Rotary 
Journey. 
It’s been heartwarming to observe how quickly 
Rotarians find someone to praise.It’s almost as 
if everyone’s waiting for the opportunity to 
share the good energy they’ve been holding in.
This page has shown us that the bonds we 
create in Rotary are the ones we hold dearly 
because they always come with pure 
intentions, and activities that aim to do good 
are what keeps us related over the years. 
Please feel free to reach out to highlight 
someone you appreciate, the door is open to 
all to take part of this ! 

Email us at rita-imad@live.com  and CC 
nassif.a.elise@gmail.com
Subject: Newsletter/Who Talked Behind Your Back

The Names of the Gossip 
People Revealed

WHO TALKED 
BEHIND YOUR BACK 
IN NOVEMBER?

PP Tony Bou Naoum: Ali El Aina

  Youssef El-Najjar: PP Faisal Jumaa   

PP Nader Houella: PP Souad Assaf

Samih Hudhud:Dr. Nadia AbdulHaq    

P Ronald Farra: DG George Azar

PP Farid Musharbash:PP Hania KabritiPP Ezzo Kalash: PP Ahmad Husseini 
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Calendar
Events for the Rotarian Year 2022-2023

April 2023

February 2023

January 2023
Sunday 29th
Rotary Family Day outing

Friday 3rd
District Conference Committee 
Meeting
with Rotary and Rotaract Clubs’ 
representatives
Location: Sofitel Le Gabriel, Ashrafieh
Time: 17:30 - 19:30

Friday 24th
Joint Districts 2451 & 2452 Public 
Image Seminar, In Cairo, Egypt

Saturday 25th
Joint Districts 2451 & 2452 Public 
Image Seminar, In Cairo, Egypt

Tuesday 24th
International Day of Education
District Vocational Seminar
Time: 18:30
Via Zoom 
Meeting ID: 9166447360
Passcode: rajhotel

Saturday 28th
Virtual Rotary Foundation Multi-
Districts, Zones & Regions Seminar: 
D2241, D2451, D2452 (Zone 21A & 
21B), D9010, D9125, D9141, D9210 
(Zone 22), and regions 24,25,26,27,and 
28 - People of Action Success Stories
Time: 9:30am - 13:30pm (Beirut time)
Via Zoom
Meeting ID: 834 4268 0096
Passcode: 011 957

May 2023
Thursday 11th
District 2452 Conference

Friday 12th
District 2452 Conference

Saturday 13th
District 2452 Conference

Sunday 14th
District 2452 Conference

Saturday 27th
Rotary Intl Convention
Location: Melbourne, Australia

Sunday 28th
Rotary Intl Convention
Location: Melbourne, Australia

Monday 29th
Rotary Intl Convention
Location: Melbourne, Australia

Tuesday 30th
Rotary Intl Convention
Location: Melbourne, Australia

Wednesday 31st
Rotary Intl Convention
Location: Melbourne, Australia


