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To understand what peace means, it is important to understand the distinctions betweenPositive Peace 

and Negative Peace.  

According to Johan GALTUNG, (Norwegian political scientist known as the founder of the Irenology 

science of peace), Negative peace is defined as "the absence of organized collective violence" as 

opposed to positive peace is any peace defined by what it is the simplest formulation, it is the presence 

of harmony. Still for Johan GALTUNG, positive peace is defined as justice for all and it is a state of 

cooperation, a life free of fear of need and exploitation, economic growth and development, equality 

and justice, pluralism and the dynamism and where the violence is less but not absent. 

 Today we find that "youth" represent a very high proportion of people who are affected by armed 

conflict, including refugees and displaced persons. 

It is clear that the violence is developing in large part, by which can lead to a lack of education. And 

education of the youth is strongly influenced by social networks. 

 

Conflicts often arise out of a misunderstanding between humans, a sense of social injustice, a feeling of 

abandonment and a lack of societal or social bond. This situation often leads to the rejection of 

difference, on hatred that can be racial, xenophobic, homophobic, and very quickly it becomes 

radicalized and extremely violent. 

 

Rotary gain its richness through working for peace, especially by putting forward our motto "Serve 

first". Serve first is to listen to each other to know his expectations and from this finding action to help 

but also create social connection. 

 

We as Rotarians, work for positive peace by developing an ambitious and dynamic policy towards youth. 

 

The priorities of our policy must be: 

 

 Help young people to have an access to education by multiplying actions to fight against 

illiteracy which also allowing access to reading and openness to others. 

 Make it possible for youth to benefit from Rotary peace grants studies that facilitate their access 

to stay for several months abroad and thus to discover other countries that have different cultures 

or/and religions which give them a better knowledge of others. 

 Develop our long exchanges (one school year) for young students, a source of fulfillment, self-

discovery and others. They can discover another way of life; they actively participate in 

voluntary actions towards disadvantaged families. 

 Organize RYLA’s for young professionals by make them op to young foreigners (RYLA inter-

country) if possible. These formations of a few days allow fruitful exchanges between students 

and professionals; they are source of understanding and peace. 

 

We must help these young people to be ambassadors of positive peace by making the dialogue the only 

path between themselves and with the others. 

 

The only effective means for peace are: discussion, listening, understanding, empathy, generosity, and 

also not to make the land a place without war, but to work towards the termination of conflicts. 

 

For the French part press here  

For the Photos Album press here 
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