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For many of us, December is a time of reflection about the year that is about to end. We think 
about the things we resolved to do and compare that with what we actually got done. Many 
times we surprise ourselves when we realize we achieved even more than we had hoped. We 
also start thinking about the new year and, with the best of intentions, commit ourselves to 

even greater accomplishments. 

It is a time when our thoughts turn to the things that are important to us — and nothing is as 
important as family. We are grateful for those we love and for those who love us. For Rotarians, 
that encompasses a large number of people around the world, because our concept of family 
includes not only our immediate relatives but also those many friends we have made over the 
years sharing Rotary. Each of us is much like a stone thrown into a pond, creating many ripples. 
When our ripples intersect with the ripples of our family and friends, we truly have an impact 

on our world. 

We also think about the organizations that are important to us and that exist because of our 
generosity as well as the generosity of others. We voluntarily support these organizations and 
generously contribute our time, talent, and treasure to further their work and make our world a 

better place for all. And through this work, our family gets even larger. 

Our family and our impact continue to grow each year through our commitment to and support 
of our Rotary Foundation. Working together creates a synergy that allows one person to truly 
make a difference. And when we all work together and commit ourselves to a cause, there is no 
limit to what we can accomplish. In that process we are bound together and become an even 

more close-knit family. 

So at this special time of year, as you reflect on your family and the good things in your life, 
think about your Rotary legacy. Now is the time to make your lasting commitment so that the 
important work of our Foundation will continue in perpetuity. 
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