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WASH in Schools: Impact on Community



INTRODUCTION

Peacebuilding is more than reducing conflict.  

It implies changing unjust social and political 

structures, so that people:

• Live in agreement and harmony

• Enjoy equitable access to resources

• Live and work together with dignity and well-being 

for all



Rotary’s WASH in Schools program supports 

those goals by:

• Ensuring a sustainable supply of safe water

• Providing safe, secure toilets and latrines, 

especially for girls

• Promoting handwashing with soap and water

• Empowering the community and school to take 

“ownership”
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On education:

• Pupils don’t lose time fetching water, they have 

more time in the classroom

• Girls don’t miss school during menstruation

• Girls stay in school longer, delay marriage and child-

bearing

• Fewer children, more time for economic value-

adding activity

• Higher income, less poverty, less malnutrition

• More equitable access to resources, less conflict



On health:

• Less sickness, diarrhea, cholera

• Less absenteeism,  more academic success

• Medical staff able to focus on other cases

• Handwashing habits lead to healthier families



Economic impact:

• Children, especially girls, better able to earn a 

livelihood

• Entrepreneurial opportunities in water and sanitation 

supply chains

• Less demand on healthcare institutions

• Less time in hospital, less loss of income



Gender equity:

• Safe toilets/latrines encourage girls to attend 

school through menstruation

• Ability of girls to maintain class grades encourages 

“stay-in-school”

• Better education              delayed marriage, smaller 

families, better income opportunities



Community building:

• “Water Users Committee” – encourages all 

parties to work together, common commitment

• Collaboration between community and school 

eliminates conflict, encourages harmony



CONCLUSION:

• Provision of safe water, sanitation and hygiene has 

profound direct and indirect benefits to the children –

especially girls – and their families

• But the real impact on peacebuilding results from 

the community working together across social, 

gender and cultural boundaries.


